
 
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE: Thursday February 18, 2021 
 
FCA seeks delay in City’s Official Plan process to 2023, cites 
challenges due to plan complexity and COVID environment 
 
(Ottawa) The Federation of Citizens Associations (FCA), representing 57 community 
groups in the City of Ottawa, will be asking Ottawa City Council to delay its Official Plan 
review to 2023. Ottawa’s Official Plan – the document that is to guide the growth of the 
City of Ottawa to 2046 – is targeted to be completed this fall, ahead of the municipal 
elections (scheduled for 2022). The current draft plan was released last November 20, 
2020, and public comments are to be submitted by March 12 this year. 
 
Said FCA President Alex Cullen: “Our members have complained about the complexity 
of the draft Official Plan, and the difficulty in analyzing its many pages, policies, annexes 
and maps to understand the plan’s impact on their neighbourhoods. Add to that the 
constraints of working in this COVID environment and the difficulty in obtaining print 
copies, has led our membership to ask for a delay to 2023.” 
 
Cullen noted the controversies over urban sprawl and intensification policies contained 
in the City’s draft plan: “City planners intend to accommodate future growth in large part 
through intensification but it is not clear how neighbourhoods can retain equitable 
access to greenspace and other amenities while additional homes are being created by 
infill. As well, COVID-19 has changed work, life and play patterns in our city, and we 
don’t see that being assessed as part of this plan. It makes more sense to develop this 
plan once the pandemic is over”. 
 
The City’s Official Plan is to accommodate in increase of 400,000 new residents by 
2046, to a population of 1.4 million people. 60% of this growth is to be through 
intensification within the current urban area, 40% through greenfield development on 
lands outside the current urban boundary. Neighbourhoods within the Greenbelt are 
expected to absorb the bulk of new residences through the City’s intensification policies. 
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For more information please contact Alex Cullen at 613 252-5634 (cell), e-mail: 
alexcullen@rogers.com 
 
Motion adopted at FCA General Meeting (Feb. 17, 2021) attached 



 
 

Motion at Feb. 17, 2021 FCA General Meeting: 

Whereas COVID has greatly changed work routines, shopping routines, school routines and 
more and many changes will remain post-COVID, changing housing demands, etc.; and 

Whereas the draft Official Plan for Ottawa is a complex document of 380 pages that requires 
time to digest and reflect on the implications for the next 25 years of City of Ottawa planning; 
and  

Whereas the draft Official Plan for Ottawa was released during COVID restrictions on 
November 20, 2020 and PIED are requiring a deadline of February 17, 2021 (now March 12, 
2021) to provide comment: and 

Whereas COVID has prevented over 150 community associations and resident groups 
adequate time to review and to participate in the review (especially the face-to-face 
discussions and in-person community meetings that are the lifeblood of public consultation); 
and 

Whereas City of Ottawa Planning (PIED) only has provided on-line access to the draft 
Official Plan and has provided only 12 print copies for access through Ottawa Public Library 
Inter Library Loan for over 150 community associations and resident groups (and the many 
maps and drawings are exceedingly difficult to review on-line due to complexity and scale); 
and 
 
Whereas City of Ottawa policy emphasizes equity for all; 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Federation of Citizens Associations of Ottawa (FCA) 
request that: 

1.     City Council delay its draft Official Plan process until such time that there can be 

a complete assessment made of the permanent changes to life, work and play as a 
result of COVID-19, 

  
2.   City of Ottawa amend its draft Official Plan planning process to seek public input 
      on an updated draft Official Plan in the first quarter of 2023. 
 
 
CARRIED 
 


